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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 
Troop Outings & Activities – March starts off with our traditional Winter Freeze.  This is a little later (and warmer) than normal but I’m sure all will still have fun!  Woodbadge training will take place for several of our dedicated leaders in order to help us continue to bring a quality program to our boys.  We will start Citizenship activities in our troop meetings this month and Lincoln Heritage Council is encouraging a service outing on March 27th in place of /Scout-o-Rama this year.  There will be no Troop meeting the last Wednesday in March because it is during Holy Week. 
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

March 3rd, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting - Science 

March 10th, 7:00 PM - Patrol Meeting
March 17th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting - Citizenship 
March 24th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Citizenship

March 31st - No Troop Meeting
Winter Freeze Camp Out - The first weekend of March is the yearly Winter Freeze camp out.  Normally this camp out happens when there is a little more freezing and a little more winter but scheduling conflict pushed us to March.  We will use the same Piomingo camp that we used last year.  We've scheduled an activity in the AM of Saturday with a service project for Piomingo in the PM.  The service activity will allow us to use this great facility for no charge!  As usual a few Troop 243 Eagle scouts will be on hand to fix a great meal for us on Saturday evening.  Everyone should be there at 5:45 so we can get everyone checked in and leave by 6:00 Friday evening.  As usual, all scouts will be dismissed no later than 11:00 so they can attend Mass at St. Barnabas at 11:00.  Permission slips and directions are posted on the troop's web site.
Woodbadge Training – Woodbadge Training is leadership training that is organized by BSA.  This is a total of 6 days of in resident training that focuses on leadership skills and how they can be applied to scouting.  The training is on par with much more expensive corporate training programs and will benefit the trainee outside of scouting.  We are fortunate enough to have several leaders who have agreed to participate in the training and when added to the leaders who have already done so, we are a troop rich in well training leadership.  Our thanks to all of our current and scheduled Woodbadge trained leaders. 
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Venture Crew  – The Venture Crew pancake breakfast was a financial success for the troop and a social success for St. Barnabas.  We gave many friends a reason to gather and take time to visit which is something the whole parish appreciated.  The Crew now encourages all Life Scouts to make that last push to reach Eagle and join the Crew.  The newest Crew member is Joseph Wuertz who most recently passed his Board.  Congratulations Joseph!
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Troop Leadership meetings – The Patrol Leadership Council meeting will be held on Sunday March 21st at 4:00.  It may be held at Little Caesars in J-Town so listen for updates.  The Adult leadership meetings will be held on Monday March 22nd from 7-9.  All are invited to come out and participate!  Both meetings are a week earlier than normal due to Holy Week.

Advisor needs – The troop is in search of someone to put together the boating related troop meetings coming up this spring and co-ordinate our used uniform program.  
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Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our bus is paid by the Friends of Troop 243 which is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function it is likely that he has a few gift cards with him.  Please stop Frank at any time and ask him for one of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Miscellaneous  - Flower Sales continue through the month of March.  Please make sure all documents are accurate when submitted!
Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary

Above, Will Kennedy takes orders from St. Barnabas parishioners who came for good food and fellowship and left satisfied in both cases.








Left: Joe Lynch and Matt Moermond (New SPL) head down the slopes at Paoli Peaks.  Right: Tom Kennedy and Craig Shumate do the same.











